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Thursday, January 5, 2012	by Administrative Staff 
[bookmark: _GoBack]PARENT NEWS: 
· Catholic Schools:  Faith. Academics. Service.  The theme focuses on three priorities that Catholic schools establish that make them stand out from other educational institutions. Children are taught faith – not just the basics of Christianity, but how to have a relationship with God. Academics, which in Catholic schools are held to very high standards, help each child reach his or her potential. Service, the giving of one’s time and effort to help others, is taught both as an expression of faith and good citizenship.
· January 29th kicks off Catholic Schools Week.  It is a week filled with special activities, assemblies, mini-courses, spirit days, dress-up days and masses.  We will be celebrating at masses on February 4th and 5th.  Watch for details!
· Volunteers, do you sew?  Cook?  Do magic?  Play a sport?  Train a dog?  Create hair do’s?  Paint?  Build?  Sing or play an instrument?  Dance?  We are looking for people to donate an hour or 2 of time to teach a mini-course on Thursday, February 2nd, either morning or afternoon.  There will be about 25 students per course.  We encourage you to contact the school with interest, with questions or to volunteer. 
· New school email: Our school recently transitioned our email accounts to Gmail accounts, which means that our individual addresses changed as well.  The addresses you have in your address book will continue to forward for about 6 months, but it is preferred that you change each address to  “firstnamelastname@schoolofstdominic.org.”  Through Gmail, our school now has access to educational opportunities we did not have before.  It should also alleviate the blocked email issues we have experienced lately.  Thank you for your patience.
· Box Tops just sent a check to our school for $1071.70.  Thank you for cutting out those money-earning rectangles!  They add up.  Thank you, Jackie Imdieke, for coordinating the Trash to Cash program.  We are now saving empty Malt-o-Meal bags as well.
· Timberwolves Reading Program forms are due TOMORROW, January 6th.  They can be turned in to the teacher or the office.
· Important Reminder: Students may NOT bring any variety of pocketknives, guns, or any similar items that would be considered weapons.  There are consequences including but not limited to suspension for any violation of this rule.  This rule and others are included in the Parent/Student Handbook.     
· Progressive Cash Raffle “Cool Cash for Education” Update – 98 tickets have been sold to date.  If you know someone who would like to purchase tickets, contact Angie Fink at reblingfink@gmail.com or 612-462-3474.
· Auction Update! Looking for a unique outing for the family? For over a quarter of a century, LARK Toys has offered remarkable toys, most notably their own handmade heirloom wooden toys. Located in Kellogg, Minn., LARK Toys is not just a toy store, but also offers a bookstore, fudge store, candy store, miniature golf and, their crown jewel… a carousel. Hand-carved from basswood and designed with exquisite detail, each animal is a work of art. Additional information can be found at www.larktoys.com. Don’t miss Saints Night Out where passes will be available for bidding during the silent auction for two adults and two children to ride the carousel and play a game of mini-golf.
· Librarian Assistant is still needed.  Contact Kim Bobert with questions: library@schoolofstdominic.org.
STAFF NEWS:
· We have an immediate opening for St. Watch Staff.  This position is M-F from 2:30 – 4:30.  It is a position where you could bring your child to work with you.  Please contact the office with questions or to apply. 
STUDENT NEWS:
· Preschool family night will be Thursday evening, January 12th from 6:30 – 7:30.  Come, meet and mingle with parents in the gym while your children play.  No charge nor RSVP needed.   Invitations are enclosed in this week’s communication packet.
· Kindergarten family night will be Thursday evening, January 19th from 6:30 – 7:30.  
SPORT NEWS: 
· Open Basketball:  9-noon on January 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th.  9-11 is free shooting, 11-12:00 is for advanced skill work
· Home games:  1/6    ~5th & 6th boys @ 4:45;  7th & 8th boys @ 5:45
		            1/13  ~5th & 6th girls @ 4:15;  7th & 8th girls @ 5:15
LITURGY SCHEDULE:
	JANUARY
	FEBRUARY
	MARCH

	Jan. 3 – School resumes
	Feb. 4/5 – Weekend Mass participation
	Mar. 16 – End of 3rd Quarter

	Jan. 16- No school – Teacher Workshop
	Feb. 16 – Open House and Registration
	Conferences TBD

	Jan. 20 – End of second quarter
	Feb. 22 – Ash Wednesday
	Mar. 19 – 23  - Spring Break

	Jan. 23 – No school – Teacher workshop
	
	

	Jan. 29 – Pancake Breakfast
	Feb. 25 – SNO – Saints Night Out
Adult-only Silent and Live Auction
	

	Jan. 30 – Catholic Schools Week 
	
	


· Mass will be led by 8th grade on Wednesday, January 11th at 1:45 pm.  Please note the time change.  Dismissal will be from the church.  
· Mass will be led by the Kindergartners on Wednesday, January 18th at 8:20 am.
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